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Serving the homeless and poor with food, clothing, shelter...and so much more!

The poor are cared for
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People in need receive
 hope for the holidays
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A life is restored and a 
family reunited
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www.unionmissionministries.org

Can you imagine being a single mother 
with two or three children and the only 

place you have to sleep is in your car, or even 
worse in an abandoned building? You want to 
work but who will take care of your little ones if you get a 
job? Without income you struggle to feed them. You feel 
abandoned, alone and desperate. 

Thanks to you, we have a beautiful new shelter 
just waiting to care for these most vulnerable families.

Unfortunately we 
don’t have the funds 
to operate this 
larger facility. Your 
gift can help pay 
for caring staff and 
operational costs to 
open the shelter. 

We need your 
help ... they need 
your help!

Because of you ...

Women&Children
need your help! LACK OF 

FUNDS 
DELAY 
SHELTER 
OPENING

Our Mission:  
To aid the poor and needy; 
to reform the erring; to help 
those that are out of the 
way; to feed the hungry; 
to shelter the homeless; to 
preach the gospel; and to 
rescue the perishing.



 

Dear Friends,
 Every day the homeless and poor come 
needing care and shelter. Providing meals, a 
warm bed, and clean clothing restores dignity and 
self-respect to those struggling with depression, 
addiction, or mental/physical illness. Once 
physical needs are met, job and life skills training, 
assistance in obtaining benefits, employment, 
and housing is offered to help people out of their 
homeless situation. Most importantly, we have 
the opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ 
with those who have no hope.
 As you read the stories about Elizabeth 
and Michael—one a giver and one who has 
received—will you prayerfully consider what you 
can give to help us continue this work? Matthew 
35:40 says, “Whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” By 
helping us provide meals and care, you will be a 
blessing and be blessed in return. Thank you for 
your kindness and your support. Your help makes 
this work possible.
 May God bless you and your family this 
holiday season.

In His Service,

Rev. John W. Gray, Jr.
Executive Director

Thank you
for your 

kindness and 
support!

A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Michael started drinking at 
fifteen and dropped out of 

school. He never held a job very long. 
A relationship produced a son whom 
he rarely saw. “I was too busy trying 
to support my habit.” He ended 
up on the streets, found a 
shelter, and stayed sober 
for six months. “I got a lot 
of head knowledge about 
God but didn’t commit 
much to my heart, and fell 
away from my studies 
and the Lord.”  
He started 
drinking 
again 
and was 

asked to leave. One day, lying drunk 
in a doorway he asked the Lord to 
forgive him and take control of his 
life. “He spoke to me in a way I can’t 
explain. Sobriety came in a flash. All 
of a sudden I was clear headed with 

a bottle next to me and I didn’t 
want it.” Michael turned to The 
Union Mission. “By God’s grace 
and mercy, when I walked in the 
door they saw I was hurting, and 
gave me a bed.”

TRANSFORMATION:  At Chapel 
he heard a speaker say, “We have to 
step back and stop trying to fill our 
own agendas, and let God work in 
our lives.” The next day he joined the 
Discipleship Program. “It changed 
my character, and allowed me to open 
up about my weaknesses and think 
differently about my life instead of 
having so much guilt and shame.” 

RECONCILIATION:  Michael 
prayed for reconciliation with his 
family. He told them about forging a 

Every Christmas, the poor come to the Mission 
hoping we can provide a little joy in their lives. 

The day to day struggle to keep a roof over their heads 
leaves them with nothing left to buy a Christmas 
turkey or gifts for their children. 
 Elizabeth Marsala understands that struggle, 
because she had been a single mom, even becoming 
homeless for a time. “I knew how it felt to feed your 
kids before yourself.” Elizabeth is married now and 
remembering her struggle, made a commitment to 

help. Ten years ago, she and her 
husband started volunteering at the 
Mission assembling boxes of food 
for the holidays. They noticed that 
breakfast items were always in short 
supply. “I thought cereal was a place 
to start. It is easy to transport, does 
not require cooking, refrigeration, 

or milk. Each year my goal has been to collect 100 
boxes.” With the help of friends, she hasn’t missed a 
year, and the staff gave her the nickname, “Captain 
Crunch,” but 2014 was a difficult year for Elizabeth.
 “I was diagnosed with breast cancer during my 
cereal collection drive.” Elizabeth underwent surgery, 
but while she was in the hospital, a friend continued 
her cereal drive, when she could not. “It meant the 
world to me.” Her husband of 24 years says, “she has 
always been a hard working person who is passionate 
about the people she serves. Even with her illness, she 
has not missed a season.”  In September, she emailed 
the Mission, “The cereal drive is in full force. I have 
launched my tenth year. Please wish me luck. My 
goal is 200 boxes this year.” And we know she will 
accomplish her goal!

Join Elizabeth this 
Christmas and give 
Hope for the Holidays 
to those in need. 

Contact Linda Jones at 
lindaj@ummnorva.org 
or (757) 627-8686, 
ext. 426.

A better life ... because you gave!
Even through hardship, 
Elizabeth gives hope for 
the holidays!

With friends like Elizabeth 
& YOU, more poor families
will experience the joy of the 
Christmas season. You can ...
•	 Collect our most needed food items.
•	 Collect toys for children birth to age 12.
•	 Sponsor a child.
•	 Host a food or toy drive at your church 

or place of employment. We can provide 
collection boxes! 

A struggle with addiction ...

A RESTORED LIFE! 

 continued on page 4 ...

A Grateful Heart ...
because you cared!

Like us on Facebook 
Follow us on Twitter!

Michael has a 
renewed purpose 

in life and is 
reconnecting 
with his 

family

VISIT US ONLINE TO LEARN MORE ...
www.unionmissionministries.org.

“I knew 
how it felt 
to feed your 
kids before 
yourself.”



Donate online by credit card at donate.unionmissionministries.org

Dear Rev. Gray, 
I want to be a blessing to those who are hurting.   

I’ve enclosed:     □ $25     □ $50     □ $75     □ $100     □ $150     □ $_________

□ I would like to commit to a monthly gift of $_________. My first gift is enclosed.

________________________________________________________________
NAME

________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS

________________________________________________________________
CITY       STATE  ZIP

________________________________________________________________
EMAIL          11-2016

P.O. BOX 3203 ▪ NORFOLK, VA 23514     
757-627-8686 ▪ info@ummnorva.org    
www.unionmissionministries.org
Please make your check payable to:
The Union Mission
Please complete this slip and return it to The 
Union Mission with your generous gift. Your 
gift is tax deductible to the full extent of the 
law. We will send a receipt for your records.

Financial information about this organization 
and a copy of its license are available from the 
State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-
2214 or 888-830-4989 for NC residents.

relationship with the Lord and his 
changed life. “I had been worrying 
about how to ask for forgiveness but 
I never had to. They accepted me 
with open arms. All those anxieties 
of what I needed to say, I didn’t need 
to. It was the Lord working.”

RESTORATION:  Recently Michael 
contacted his son’s mother asking if 
he could write to him. She was leery, 
but asked her son, “If you could say 
anything to your father what would 
it be?” He answered, “Where are 
you? Why did you leave me? I still 
love you.” “It was so encouraging to 
hear those words. So many years of 
repeating in my head, ‘You are no 
good as a person, as a father, as a 
supporter. I’m going to die one day a 
lonely old drunkard.’ I succumbed to 
those lies for years. It’s amazing what 
happens when you surrender to the 
Lord and ask for His guidance.”

PURPOSE:  Today Michael works 
in the Mission kitchen. “When I’m 
serving I feel compelled to go out to 
the men and say something to uplift 
them. I want to use my testimony 
and what I’ve learned to help them. I 
think this is the purpose God has for 
me. There’s a feeling of joy when you 
serve underprivileged men and the 
Lord gets the glory.”  Michael wrote 
his son and received a letter back 
with pictures. He hopes to visit him 
soon. 

“It’s amazing what happens 
when you surrender 

to the Lord and ask for 
His guidance.”

Staff Needs
Experience required. 

Women & Children’s Shelter 
Evening positions.
Send resume to Jill Gray at 
jillgray@ummnorva.org

Thrift Store:  
Assistant Manager/Production
Send resume to Wayne Berry at 
wberry@ummnorva.org

A RESTORED LIFE continued from page 3

It’s not too late to 
change a life
Homeless and hurting ... no one cares 
what happens to them. No one loves them. 
That’s what people who come to The Union 
Mission feel, but when they walk through 
the doors they are greeted with love and 
acceptance and hope is restored. Your 
year-end gift gives 
them that hope. 
Your year-end 
gift tells them 
someone cares. 

Visit www.unionmissionministries.org and click 
the DONATE button or contact Donor Services 
at (757) 627-8686, ext. 558.


