In a last breath prayer he cried out
to God, “If this is the end of me, ok,
but I want to do it your way. Give
me something to save me.” A friend
told him about The Union Mission.
“It took two days to convince me to
come here. I was deep in anxiety. It
was a new place and I didn’t know
anyone. I had hit the lowest of low
being in a homeless shelter. I didn’t
know who to trust. I was ashamed

and felt like a loser.” One day, one of
the staff saw him sitting alone and
sat down with him saying, “we are
here for you.” He saved my life and
made it easier, and talked me into
joining the David Development
Program. The David Program
helped me develop as a person.
Now I am more spiritually minded
and walk with Christ. I just needed
guidance, but didn’t have it until

now. If it wasn’t for the Mission I
would have probably taken my life.
Now I have a job, a budget plan, and
friends, and I want to contribute to
the Mission one day.”
Nathan and another “David”
moved into their own apartment
in January. He has hope now and a
future.

Your Support Transforms Lives
Another “David” was
recognized in Goodwill’s Annual
Report; “While living in Union
Mission Ministries’(UMM) shelter
in Norfolk, Tyrell McSee, 22,
participated in Goodwill’s hospitality
training program. In a unique
partnership, UMM provides housing

“I’m doing so well. My supervisor
and co-workers love my attitude,
and I enjoy going to work.”

Staff Needs

APPLY ONLINE AT www.unionmissionministries.org

Experience preferred.

Women and Children’s Shelter
Overnight Supervisor

Full-time 11 pm – 7 am. Must be able
to work weekend hours. Must enjoy
cleaning.

Women’s Shelter Evening Assistant
Full-time or Part-time: 3 – 11 pm.
Must be able to work weekend hours.
Send resume to Kathy Vaughan at
kathy@ummnorva.org.

and wrap-around support services
for homeless men, and Goodwill
provides hospitality training that
leads to credentials to get started
in the industry. ‘Goodwill thought
of everything; soft skills, emotional
intelligence, and financial smarts,’
said Eric Metcalf, program manager
for UMM. It’s been a huge success.”
McSee now works at Holiday
Inn Virginia Beach/Norfolk Hotel
and Conference Center and has his
own apartment.

Men’s Shelter Manager

Full-time: 3 –11 pm or 4 pm – 12 am.
Able to work rotating weekend hours
(male position).

Men’s Shelter Overnight Manager

Full-time or Part-time: 11 pm - 7 pm.
Able to work rotating weekend hours
(male position).

Kitchen Manager

You gave Nathan
hope a future

&

Nathan and another
“David” moved into their
own apartment in January.

N

athan is 22 and his life has
been in chaos since he was
a child. He didn’t know his father
and his mother, who used drugs
and “drank a lot” moved his family
from place to place making it
difficult for him to maintain any
friendships. Unable to cope, he
turned to alcohol.
Nathan’s story continued on page 3

Thrift Store Assistant Manager

Full-time: Able to work day, evening,
and Saturday hours.

Thrift Store/Production

Full-time: Able to work day and/or
evening hours.
Send resume to C. Wayne Berry at
wberry@ummnorva.org.

Full-time: Flexibility in scheduling is
required.
Send resume to William Crawley at
wcrawley@ummnorva.org.

Like us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter
& Instagram!

MARCH 2018

NATHAN ... continued from page 3

757-627-8686

5100 E. VIRGINIA BEACH BLVD., NORFOLK, VA 23502

Our Mission:
To aid the poor and
needy; to reform
the erring; to help
those who are out of
the way; to feed the
hungry; to shelter the
homeless; to preach
the gospel; and to
rescue the perishing.

In loving memory ...

Jill M. Gray
1965-2018

Please join us in prayer as we mourn
the passing of our beloved Women and
Children’s Shelter Administrator, Jill M. Gray
on February 10, 2018.
READ MORE on page 3

INSIDE:

Become an “Anchor of Hope” | You Give Hope | Your Support Transforms Lives

You give hope to those who
have nowhere else to turn
Dear Friends,

A WORD FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

to me all
“whoCome
are weary and

burdened and I will
give you rest.

”
Matthew 11:28

Thank you for your
outpouring of love to me and
my family on the passing of my
wife, Jill. Your thoughts and
prayers mean so much to us. I
would also ask that you pray for
our staff as we are a close family
and they are all feeling her loss.
Jill’s life and testimony made an
impact on everyone who knew
her, especially in the lives of the
homeless women and children
she faithfully served in our
Women and Children’s Shelter.
As we celebrate the resurrection

of our Lord and Savior this
Easter, remember those who are
hurting. Matthew 11:28 says,
“Come to me all who are weary
and burdened and I will give you
rest.” Every time you give to The
Union Mission you give hope
to those who have nowhere else
to turn. Thank you for your
faithfulness.
In His service,
Rev. John W. Gray, Jr.,
Executive Director

of

BECOME AN “ANCHOR HOPE ”

Your monthly gift will make the biggest impact
to those who are hurting and homeless
When you support The Union Mission on a monthly basis you are providing an Anchor of Hope
to those who are hurting and homeless. With almost 400 men, women, and children in our
shelters every day the cost to provide for their needs is challenging. Just the basics of three meals
a day, a place to shower, a warm safe place to lay their heads, and transportation to doctor’s visits,
job interviews, and appointments with other agencies can be overwhelming. Your monthly gift
provides the assurance that we can meet these basic needs and gives our neediest neighbors an
Anchor of Hope found in the Word of God. Hebrews 6:19 says ...
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul , firm and secure …”

To find out more about becoming an

“ANCHOR of HOPE”

contact Trudy Rains at trains@ummnorva.org or (757) 692-2498

In loving memory ...

Jill M. Gray
1965-2018

“... and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk
Micah 6:8
humbly with your God.”
Please join us in prayer as we mourn the passing of our beloved Women
and Children’s Shelter Administrator, Jill M. Gray on February 10, 2018.
Jill was the wife of Executive Director, Rev. John W. Gray, Jr. and mother to
their two children. Jill leaves a legacy of twenty-four years of faithful service to The Union Mission,
but most importantly, to her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Matthew 25:40 says,

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Jill embodied that scripture with her caring heart for the hundreds of hurting women and
children who came to the Mission every day. She was in charge of The Union Mission’s Ladies
Auxiliary, Wellness Program, and played a key leadership role in most Mission’s events. She
embodied what it means to have a servant heart.

YOU GAVE NATHAN HOPE ... continued from page 1
After high school he earned a
degree in Graphic Design and had
several jobs until he was diagnosed
with depression and put on
medication.
He gave up drinking
but, “I basically traded
one addiction for
another.” Nathan
had problems with
his family and beat
himself up when he
couldn’t reconcile
with them.

“I didn’t go back to drugs or
alcohol and tried to stay on the
right path, but I relapsed.” In
2016 he got a job at Walmart,
rented a room from a friend,
and started an online business.
“It was an awesome time until
I started slipping up on my money.”
Deep in debt, he couldn’t pay his
rent and returned to his mother’s.
“I tried putting my emotions to the
side and work things out with her,
but we’d get into another fight.” He
located his father in Georgia and

The David Development Program
for young men 18-26 experiencing
homelessness, provides intensive
support and assistance to becoming
independent and productive citizens
of our community.
stayed with him until his money ran
out again. He returned to Virginia,
got a job at another Walmart, but it
was temporary work and eventually
he was let go. Deep in depression,
in May 2017, he tried to commit
suicide by overdosing on his meds.
continued on page 4

The David Program helped me develop as a person. Now
I am more spiritually minded and walk with Christ.

In a last breath prayer he cried out
to God, “If this is the end of me, ok,
but I want to do it your way. Give
me something to save me.” A friend
told him about The Union Mission.
“It took two days to convince me to
come here. I was deep in anxiety. It
was a new place and I didn’t know
anyone. I had hit the lowest of low
being in a homeless shelter. I didn’t
know who to trust. I was ashamed

and felt like a loser.” One day, one of
the staff saw him sitting alone and
sat down with him saying, “we are
here for you.” He saved my life and
made it easier, and talked me into
joining the David Development
Program. The David Program
helped me develop as a person.
Now I am more spiritually minded
and walk with Christ. I just needed
guidance, but didn’t have it until

now. If it wasn’t for the Mission I
would have probably taken my life.
Now I have a job, a budget plan, and
friends, and I want to contribute to
the Mission one day.”
Nathan and another “David”
moved into their own apartment
in January. He has hope now and a
future.

Your Support Transforms Lives
Another “David” was
recognized in Goodwill’s Annual
Report; “While living in Union
Mission Ministries’(UMM) shelter
in Norfolk, Tyrell McSee, 22,
participated in Goodwill’s hospitality
training program. In a unique
partnership, UMM provides housing

“I’m doing so well. My supervisor
and co-workers love my attitude,
and I enjoy going to work.”

Staff Needs

APPLY ONLINE AT www.unionmissionministries.org

Experience preferred.

Women and Children’s Shelter
Overnight Supervisor

Full-time 11 pm – 7 am. Must be able
to work weekend hours. Must enjoy
cleaning.

Women’s Shelter Evening Assistant
Full-time or Part-time: 3 – 11 pm.
Must be able to work weekend hours.
Send resume to Kathy Vaughan at
kathy@ummnorva.org.

and wrap-around support services
for homeless men, and Goodwill
provides hospitality training that
leads to credentials to get started
in the industry. ‘Goodwill thought
of everything; soft skills, emotional
intelligence, and financial smarts,’
said Eric Metcalf, program manager
for UMM. It’s been a huge success.”
McSee now works at Holiday
Inn Virginia Beach/Norfolk Hotel
and Conference Center and has his
own apartment.

Men’s Shelter Manager

Full-time: 3 –11 pm or 4 pm – 12 am.
Able to work rotating weekend hours
(male position).

Men’s Shelter Overnight Manager

Full-time or Part-time: 11 pm - 7 pm.
Able to work rotating weekend hours
(male position).

Kitchen Manager
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Nathan and another
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own apartment in January.

N

athan is 22 and his life has
been in chaos since he was
a child. He didn’t know his father
and his mother, who used drugs
and “drank a lot” moved his family
from place to place making it
difficult for him to maintain any
friendships. Unable to cope, he
turned to alcohol.
Nathan’s story continued on page 3

Thrift Store Assistant Manager

Full-time: Able to work day, evening,
and Saturday hours.

Thrift Store/Production

Full-time: Able to work day and/or
evening hours.
Send resume to C. Wayne Berry at
wberry@ummnorva.org.

Full-time: Flexibility in scheduling is
required.
Send resume to William Crawley at
wcrawley@ummnorva.org.
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Our Mission:
To aid the poor and
needy; to reform
the erring; to help
those who are out of
the way; to feed the
hungry; to shelter the
homeless; to preach
the gospel; and to
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Please join us in prayer as we mourn
the passing of our beloved Women and
Children’s Shelter Administrator, Jill M. Gray
on February 10, 2018.
READ MORE on page 3
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You can change a life by providing
an Easter Meal
l
Mea l
Their journey from hunger
to hope begins with you

Dear Persons Name Goes Here,
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As you celebrate the risen Savior this Easter and the
promise of eternal life you received on the cross, reflect on
the blessings God has given you in this life … a job, a home, a
family, and food on your table. For your homeless neighbors
who struggle to survive each day not knowing where their
next meal will come from, or where they will lay down their
heads, Easter is just another day. This Easter you can give
them the blessings you have received by providing them with
an Easter meal and a safe place to sleep for just $2.03.
With almost 400 in our shelters each night we need your
help. For just $2.03, you can fill a homeless hurting neighbor
with physical and spiritual nourishment this Easter. Jesus said
in Isaiah 58:7, “Is it not to share your food with the hungry and
to provide the poor wanderer with shelter — when you see the
naked to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own
flesh and blood?”

Just think what you could do
for $25 or even $50!

GIVE NOW

Dear Rev. Gray, I want to give hurting neighbors hope this Easter.
I’ve enclosed:

		

□ $25 □ $50 □ $75 □ $100 □ $150 □ $________________
□ I would like to commit to a monthly gift of $__________. My first gift is enclosed.

Method of Payment:

☐ Check ☐ VISA ☐ MasterCard ☐ American Express ☐ Discover

Card Number __________________________________________ CCV Code _______________
Expiration Date ____________ Signature ____________________________________________
Please make your check payable to The Union Mission. To make an online donation go to donate.unionmissionministries.org

Please complete this slip and
return it to The Union Mission
with your generous gift. Your
gift is tax deductible to the full
extent of the law. We will send a
receipt for your records.

03-2018

By filling this little bag
with a few inexpensive
items, you can make a big
difference in a homeless
person’s life.

What to put in
your Hope Tote ...

Our 2018 Hope Tote Campaign is
under way, and we need your help to
provide hundreds of Hope Totes to the neediest men, women, and
children in our community this Easter. What’s a Hope Tote? (Glad you
asked!) It’s a small plastic bag that you can fill with inexpensive, basic
items that homeless people can use to clean up and feel better about
themselves. When they do, they’re more likely to make other changes
that can transform their lives forever! It’s also a meaningful way for
you, your family, your church, or business to make a difference. We
supply the Hope Totes — you
fill and return them. For more
information, visit us online at
www.unionmissionministries.
org/hope-tote or contact
Linda Jones at lindaj@
ummnorva.org or
(757) 627-8686.

You can give homeless
neighbors hope to hold on to
by providing new, unopened
products including:
 Bus passes
 Travel Size soap/toothpaste
 Men’s deodorant
 Disposable razors
 Women’s body wash
 Lip balm
 Over the counter medicines
(non-alcoholic) cough syrup,
ibuprofen, Tylenol, and
cough drops
 Umbrella/rain poncho
 Pillowcases
 Towels
Return your Hope Totes to
The Union Mission Welcome Center
at 5100 E. Virginia Beach Blvd. in
Norfolk by March 26.

Thank you for giving
our hurting neighbors
hope to hold on to!

Comments / Change of Address:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
EMAIL

__________________________________________________

PHONE __________________________________________________

The Union Mission Ministries

P.O. BOX 3203 | NORFOLK, VA 23514 | 757-627-8686
info@ummnorva.org | www.unionmissionministries.org

No person is denied service based on race, creed,
gender, disability, or national origin.
Photos are representative of actual mission
clients.
If you would like to donate food or other
supplies, or volunteer your time, please call (757)
627-8686. Thank you!
In the event contributions exceed expenses, extra
funds will be used to feed, shelter, and care for
the hungry and homeless throughout the year.
Financial information about this organization
and a copy of its license are available from the
State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-8072214 or 888-830-4989 for NC residents.

