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fter high school Maureen studied
Early Childhood Education and
worked in a community youth program.
In her 30’s she earned a degree in Business
Management and worked at a day care
center, taught at a pre-school, then at a
church school. Her last job was at a 7-11
where she worked for nine years until she
hurt her foot, and was out of work for
several months. Unable to pay her bills,
she depended on friends to help her stay in
hotels, until she heard about the Mission.
“At first, I thought it was like a prison, like
we were being punished for being homeless.
But then I realized, when you come from
having freedom, being able to do everything
when you want to do it, then you are put
on a time frame, it’s not a bad thing. It’s a
good thing. The shelter puts you on a time
frame so when you get out there into the
world again, you know, ‘I have to eat dinner
between 6:00 and 8:00. If I have to go to
work tomorrow, I have to be in bed by 10:00
or 11:00 and when I have to get up by 6:00
to get to my job, you have the time frame or
structure you need.”
Today Maureen has a job and the
staff is helping her find an apartment.
“Sometimes you don’t even feel like
you are in a shelter because you are
surrounded by people who care. It feels
more like a home. Maureen suffers from
depression and anxiety but says, “It’s
gotten better since I’ve been here. I’m
doing crocheting now and I really enjoy
the people here. If it wasn’t for this place,
I’d probably still be living in a hotel or on
the streets.”

“Sometimes you don’t even feel like you are in a shelter
because you are surrounded by people who care.”

Thank you for changing a
child's life this summer!
With your support,
this past summer
was one of great
accomplishment.
You sponsored 713
campers and teens
for a fun-filled
week at Camp
Hope Haven and
88 gave their lives
to the Lord!

Your gift
made a
difference!

orraine got married at 21 and
had three children, but after 31
years of marriage, her husband left
her for someone else. “My marriage
was awesome and our relationship
was awesome. We were friends and
did everything together. I had a good
husband, a good provider and was
a full time mom. He was my Prince
Charming. When he left I didn’t know
where to go or what to do. I was about
to lose everything.”
Her mother was sick so she
packed up some things and went to
her aunt’s. Her son went to live with
his father’s family, and she kept her two
daughters. “You want to do what’s best
for your kids. I was always there for
everyone including my children.”
Her family used her for her
money, and destroyed what little she
had stored at her aunt’s. “I didn’t have
anywhere else to go. One night I woke
up, and my 16 year old daughter was
gone. Her father came and got her
while I was asleep and no one told me.
I went out in the middle of the night
screaming for my baby. I called the
police and then found out three days
later he took her. Everyone knew but
me. I can’t explain how that feels to
have your child taken from you. When
you find out where she is and people
don’t tell you. She’d been through a
lot and wanted to go with him. I was
hurt and I understood, but as parents,
we should make decisions for our
children together. He was gone for
three years and didn’t talk to them, or
contact them. Then he let her move to
Missouri with an older man and now
she’s pregnant. Things would have been
different if she had stayed with me.”

Because Lorraine didn’t have a
job and no permanent home, Social
Services sent her 10-year old daughter
to live with her father until she gets on
her feet. “They said I wasn’t a bad mom
but all his moving around wasn’t stable
and I needed to be independent. I miss
her so much.”

good hearts. They welcomed me and I
feel loved.” The staff helped her apply
for food stamps and Medicaid and gave
her a temporary ID.
It’s been four years since her
husband left. Her mother died two
years ago. “I have so much pain inside
me, but a lot more hope than I had

“The people
here have good
hearts. They
welcomed
me and I feel
loved.”

Alone, homeless, and scared, she
went to an overnight shelter until a
Social Worker sent her to The Mission.
“I had to sleep on a couch the first two
nights, but I was very grateful for that.
The state of mind I was in wasn’t good.
It’s so hard to get a job if you’ve been a
housewife and mom for so long, but the
staff helped me get an interview with a
wedding planner. The people here have

before. At first I was angry at God. I
thought he’d given up on me when I did
everything I could to be a good mom,
a good wife. I didn’t understand, but
every time I come to the Bible studies I
get a little peace and am understanding
more about myself. There’s a reason for
everything. This place gave me hope.”

Thank you for your partnership! www.unionmissionministries.org.

Join us for the

MONTHLY DONOR RECEPTION

October 18th
1:00 pm
RSVP Susan Hoster at
shoster@ummnorva.org

P

arish’s mother was a drug addict so and this was something I needed in my
he had the responsibility of raising life.” He attended classes and bible studies.
his 7 siblings. It was too much, and at 15 “The Word of God was touching me. It
he dropped out of school and left home. was like God talking to me about all the
“I worked odd jobs, but was homeless things I done in life. It’s like planting a
and hanging with the wrong people. They seed in the ground. God will water it, give
were doing drugs and I got into what they it sunlight and make it grow.”
were doing.” At 30 he was diagnosed
“The messages I heard in Chapel
with PTSD and applied for disability. He opened my eyes. “I never knew the
found an apartment but, “It was in a bad anger, the depression, the stress, all that
neighborhood. I had neighbors threatening weight I had on me. Now I feel light.
me, told me they was
All the things I was going
going to have me killed,
“This place was a through, it just cleaned out
and do this and that to
of me. I prayed to God to
gate to God.
me, to the point I had
forgive my sins. Now I can
to call the police. One
feel in my heart, a warm
He’s given me a
day I put my keys in the
feeling, a good feeling.”
new life.”
apartment, locked the
“If it wasn’t for the
door and left.”
Mission I’d probably still
He kept a roof over his head, until be in the street drinking, doing drugs.
his money ran out. Then it was back to When that voice came into my head and
the street until the following month. He said ‘leave here”, I left everything I had. I
stayed in winter shelters and lived in a needed somewhere to lay my head and
tent. “One night I was laying there and get a meal, but God put me here where
got to thinking what I was going to do, I could get more. This place was a gate
and how I was going to survive. A voice to God. He’s given me a new life.” With
came into my head and said, ‘Go to the your help more men like Parish can
Union Mission’. He came and joined the find hope for a new life. Give at www.
Damascus Program. “I wanted to change unionmissionministries.org!

For more information about The Union Mission programs,
visit www.unionmissionministries.org/learn.

Staff Needs
Experience preferred

APPLY ONLINE AT

www.unionmissionministries.org
Some positions require days,
evenings, and weekends.
Send resume to Kathy Vaughan at
kathy@ummnorva.org

Men’s Shelter ___________________
Shelter Managers –
Full-time: male only

Women’s Shelter ________________
Overnight Supervisor –
Full-time 11-7: female only

Development __________________
Digital Marketing Specialist –
Full-time

Thrift Store ____________________
Store/Production – Full-time
Truck Driver – Full-time

5100 E. VIRGINIA BEACH BLVD.
NORFOLK, VA 23502

757-627-8686

